
 
 

A Celebration of Mexican Heritage 
 

♦  Cinco de Mayo is Spanish for the “Fifth of May”.  
  
♦  It is celebrated by Mexicans and Mexican-Americans on May 5th.   

 

♦  It is a celebration of the Mexican’s victorious battle (“Batalla de Puebla”) over the French 
on May 5, 1862.  

  
♦  This battle was a great victory for the Mexicans because they defeated the French army 

that was better armed and much larger.  
  

♦  This battle became a symbol of Mexican pride and patriotism.  
 

♦  Cinco de Mayo is celebrated differently in different areas of Mexico.  
 
 
 
 
 

•  Rigoberta was born January 9, 1959 to a poor Indian peasant family.  She was raised in 
the Mayan culture of Guatemala located south of Mexico. 

 

•  At an early age Rigoberta became involved in social reform.  
  

•  She worked for social justice and respect for the rights of native Indian peasant peoples. 
  

•  She became increasing unpopular with the military who wanted to control the native 
peasants. 

 

•  In 1981 she went into hiding in Guatemala and then fled to Mexico in fear for her life.  
She continues to carry out her work from Mexico.  She has returned to Guatemala several 
times to plead for justice for the Indian peasants. 

 

•  The Norwegian Nobel Committee awarded the Nobel Peace Prize to Rigoberta Menchú 
Tum in 1992.  She has also earned several other international awards for her social 
reform work.  
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